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meaningful difference in our ability to preserve and

GIVING promote the history of Luzerne County.

There are numerous ways to make a lasting gift to LCHS. Consult your
legal or financial advisor to determine which is best for you.

1. A gift in your will is one of simplest ways to
provide for LCHS' future and allows you to retain
your assets during your lifetime.

2, Beneficiary designations are another way to
include the LCHS without adjusting your will.

Tips & insight:
* You can easily name the LCHS as a beneficiary on a
retirement account, annuity or life insurance policy.

Tips & insight:
* This can be easily included when you write your
will or may be added through a simple codicil or * Your insurance agent or retirement plan

addition. administrator can provide you with additional
* You may wish to designate a specific dollar amount; information.

a percentage of your residuary estate (what

remains after debts, taxes and specific bequests

have been made); or specific assets such as

securities.
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Please let us know if you are naming us in your
future plans so we can thank you!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2020-2021

Molly Hinkin
President

Sherry Emershaw
Vice President

Carl Goeringer
Treasurer

Molly Shaughnessy
Secretary

Mary Walsh
Interim Executive Director

Joseph Butkiewicz

Will Conyngham
Richard DeHaven
Lara J. Endler, Esg.
Stephen B. Killian, Esq.
Tish McCarthy Last
Carol Lavery

William Leandri
William V. Lewis, Jr.
Linda Martin

Joseph Matteo
Jennifer Ochman

Tom O'Neill

Hon. Jennifer Rogers
Amy Sopcak-Joseph, Ph.D.
Mike Ward

Constance Wynn

Directors Emeritus
Betsy Bell Condron*
Janet “Jefie” Flack*
Henry Johnson*

*deceased

New board members will
join us in July. Find more
information about them

on page 6.
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PRESIDENT'S AND EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S REPORT

The past year presented challenges for the LCHS, but it also presented us with
opportunities. We're especially proud of the following achievements:

+ The Swetland Homestead received some much-needed exterior work.

+ The Society received CARES Grants from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission, the Pennsylvania
Humanities Council and Luzerne County. ’

- Closures and the grant funding gave staff an opportunity to increase the
LCHS digital footprint with virtual exhibits, tours and lectures on our YouTube
channel.

- We are reaching many more people by sharing our collections and events on
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

- We offered a suffrage poster for $5 on Facebook. Sales exploded, and we
shipped posters to almost all 50 states.

- We made great strides in updating our collections database of artifacts and
archives to be available on our website in the future.

- There were two successful online auctions in October and January with
another planned for June. Auction items that are deaccessioned from the
collection are popular, and we were very pleased with the participation and
results.

- Plans are to return to a full schedule that includes opening the Dennison
House and the Swetland Homestead to tours, presenting lectures and hosting
exhibits.

Thank you to all those who helped us along the way, and all those who continue
to support us. Wishing you a healthy, safe and happy summer.
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Interim Executive Director

President

In this new column, we will show you the dedicated

individuals who keep the LCHS humming. This issue,

we look at one of our dedicated library volunteers. Ever
wonder who processes your research reguest to the
LCHS? We talked with Mr. David Glen Wright, Research
Assistant and one of the people who helps uneartn your
family tree.

1.) Tell us about your background.
DW: After high school, | joined the Nawy,
where | enrolled in their nuclear training
program and became submarine
qualified. After six years in the Nawy,

| worked for over 30 years at the
Susquehanna Nuclear Plant in Berwick,
then became a freelance Nuclear Lab
Tech until I retired.

2.) Wow! So with a background in
Nuclear Technology, how did you get
involved with LCHS?

DW: | always loved history from my teens
onward, and | really got involved in my
own genealogy after retirement. | was
actually elected the family historian at

a family reunion. | found the volunteer
posting for the Society along with the VA,
where | also volunteer, on a local app.
The position sounded fun and a good
blend of what | enjoy, so here | am.

3.) For our readers, can you explain
what you do here at the Society?
DW: | handle various research requests
that we receive, both by mail and
online, and do my best to try to find the
information that people need using the
various resources we have here at the
Bishop Library. | make copies of what
we find, and then package them up and
mail them back. | enjoy it because I'm

a genealogist myself, and most of our
requests are genealogy-related. | know
the excitement of how | feel when | find
something out, so | can also imagine the
rush they feel when we send them an
envelope back.

4.) What was the coolest thing you
found in your own family history?
DW: Being that I'm originally from East
Tennessee, we have two confirmed
Confederate Veterans and we have a
semi-confirmed ancestor who served in
the American Revolution in my family.
But probably the coolest thing is that
both sides (paternal and maternal) of
my family had farms that were bought
out by the government for the TVA. They
then both moved down to Oak Ridge,
TN, and founded new farms which were
then bought out by the government
again, this time to build the Oak Ridge
Nuclear Fadility. The farm on my father's
side in particular was land directly
under the facility that helped develop
the atomic bomb. Then, years later, |
became a nuclear tech, which was a cool
connection.

David’s best advice for novice
researchers:

TAKE IT SLOW, BE PATIENT,
AND YOU WILL MAKE
PROGRESS. DON'T GET
DISCOURAGED, EVEN WHEN
YOU'RE FRUSTRATED.

THE END RESULT WILL
ABSOLUTELY BE WORTH IT.
YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU DID IT.

“Volunteerism is the voice of the people put

into action. These actions shape and mold the

present into a future of which we can all be
proud.” - Helen Dyer

David Glen Wright

Research Assistant

Drums, PA

Time volunteering with LCHS:
14 months

5.) Having worked with it quite a

bit, what part of the collection here
interests you the most?

DW: [ really like some of the personal
items that we have here that tie back to
a particular person. You know the names
of the different streets and families here:
Slocomb, Fell, Hollenback, Welles, etc.
but finding a piece of correspondence
from them or a personal record really
puts a new light on things and gives you
a different insight into them as people.

6.) What is your favorite part of
history, both overall and local?

DW: | really enjoy military history overall,
Being from down south originally, my
local interest pertains more to my wife.
She's originally from here. | have been
helping her and her brother with their
genealogy, so I've really been learning
about the area that way.

7.) Finally, what advice do you have
for researchers who are just starting
out?

DW: Above all, be patient. You can—and
will—get frustrated. You can often have
leads that trickle out or come to a dead
end. There can be disappointments;
that's normal. Take it slow, be patient,
and you will make progress. Don't

get discouraged, even when youre
frustrated. The end result will absolutely
be worth it. You'll be glad you did it.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SUMMER 2021

JUNE

JUN VIRTUAL AUCTION #3
/ We're excited to host a third Virtual Auction in
27 June. Like our past auctions, this will be held
on the Auctria platform. Bid on items that are
deaccessioned from our collection and much
more!

Follow us on Facebook (@LuzerneHistory) for
more information.

AUGUST

AUG 2021 ROAD RALLY SEPT
8 Join us for another exciting Road Rally in 24

the Valley! A scavenger hunt with a twist,

you'll be challenged to decode clues about

historic Wyoming Valley sites. The twist:

You must drive to those sites using the

least amount of miles possible! You'll drive

to each site, take a photo of yourself, and

make your way back to the finish line. The

team with the most correct answers and

that traveled the shortest distance wins.

This is not a timed event.

More information will be forthcoming;
check our website and Facebook page.

Prosared By
Luxerne County Historical Socicty:

SEPTEMBER

ANNUAL DINNER

Mark your calendar for our
Annual Dinner, which will be
held at the Westmoreland
Club on Friday, September
24. Our theme is Historic
Preservation and
Restoration.

More information will be forthcoming;
check our website and Facebook page.
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Scenes from last year’s
Road Rally fun

Co. Location: SoU

n Breaker, pennsylvania

rin The Ewepemsywania. 1911.
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When many people think of

the Anthracite Coal Region of
Pennsylvania, images of miners
covered in black coal dust and Lewis
Hine's iconic photographs of breaker
boys come to mind. These images
evoke important memories and stories
about the coal region of the Wyoming
Valley. But how often do we think of
the women in coal country: the wives
of the miners and the mothers of the
breaker boys?

As fathers, husbands, and sons

went down into the coal mines in
coal country, wives, mothers, and
daughters preserved daily life outside
the mines. Daughters and other young
women flocked to the silk and lace
factories dotted across the Wyoming
Valley. Older women - wives and
mothers - worked inside the home.
Families needed to eat, money had to
be managed, and coal dust had to be
cleaned.

An average day for a miner's wife
began at 5 a.m. and ended when
everyone was in bed. Women raised
the children, cooked the meals, and
cleaned the home. Coal dust made a
wife's work especially hard. Women
heated the waters for her husband
to bathe in when he returned from
the coal mines, scrubbed the miners'
clothes, and cleaned the coal dust
from the home.

Sources:

John Bodnar, Anthracit'e‘?‘ebple: Families, Unions, and Work, 1200-1940.

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 1983.

Bonnie Stepenoff, Their Fathers’ Daughters: Silk Mill Workers in Northeastern

Pennsylvania, 1880-1960. Susquehanna University Press, 1999.

The majority of boarders were men

As historian John Bodnar

took authority over miners'

PRESERVATION AND PERSEVERANCE

IN THE PATCHES:
WOMEN IN PENNSYLVANIA'S
COAL COUNTRY

Her family was not the only
responsibility. To supplement income,
especially when her husband was out
of work, women accepted boarders.

paycheck. Her husband might have
kept a small allowance for a drink in
the bar after work, but the bulk of the
money went directly into the hands of
the wife,

who came to the coal region without
family in search of work. Up to 20

or 30 men would board a three or
four room house, often in shifts
dependent on their schedule in the
mines. Boarders paid the woman of
the house to cook their meals, which
was yet another way in which women
engaged in business inside the home.

Wives and mothers working inside
the home may not be the image we
think of when we think of the coal
region, but women were an integral
part of the family economy. These
women did not often have positions
outside the home, but that does

not mean they did not work. In the
coal industry, which did not always
guarantee work to miners, the work
done inside the home supplemented
a family’s income. Outside the mines,
a woman’s perseverance went in the
coal patches.

Opening her home to boarders
was not the only way that women
supplemented a miner's family
income. Women also raised chickens,
grew vegetables, and washed laundry
for other families. Others, yet, turned
to the culm piles to look for discarded
pieces of coal to sell for extra
income,

Financial management was
an important duty for wives.

wrote, “[A miner's] status

and authority at home were
usually secondary to their
wives.” When it came to
money, women were most
often in charge. Indeed, wives

salaries, stopping them at
the front door to collect their

Most famities g
s did not .

women neeg Ove running water ;

ond woshing, ed to get warer from % water in.
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FOUNDATIONS

The Constellation Fund of the
Luzerne Foundation

The Lefkowitz Family Fund of
the Luzerne Foundation

The Paul D. Wasserott
Foundation

The Nesbitt Foundation

The A.P. Kirby, Jr. Family Fund
The Acorn Hill Foundation
The Edith Reynolds Trust
The Sordoni Foundation, Inc.

AUCTION DONORS AND
VOLUNTEERS

Marion Conyngham

Alex and Alyssa Ellsworth

Sue Hand

Jeanne Hayden

Molly and Wayne Hinkin
Hitching Post Antiques

Frank and Molly Hoegen
Steven and Estella Killian
Sarah Killian

Kurlancheek Home Furnishings
Tish and Michael Last

Linda Martin

Terri Nowak

Ochman's Jewelry

Estate of Harriet J. Parker
Albert Sweitzer

VOLUNTEERS
Dave Wright
Nicole Kolessar

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Linda Casey and Robert Williams
Robert and Marianne McLaughlin
Martin and Mary Ann Monteleone
Margaret and Matthew Perrera
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DONORS

EVENT SPONSORS
Hoegen & Associates

The Sordoni Foundation
Community Bank

Bershire Asset Management
Tish and Michael Last
Sherry Emershaw

McCarthy Tire Service
Wyoming Valley Motors

RECENT GIFTS
Dial Rock Chapter - DAR
Dougherty Leventhal and Price

The Lefkowitz Family Fund of
the Luzerne Foundation

Jane Acriand James Yoho
Earth Conservancy

Robert C. Allen, Jr. and
Jean C, Allen

Mary Ankenbrand

Anzalone Law Offices

Anne Armezzani

Lynne Austin

Mary Babcock

Elizabeth Bartle

Rick and Barbara Bartoletti
Susan and Dorrance Belin
Biros Utilities, Inc.

Irene Blum

Chris and Karen Borton
Kathleen Boyd

Lisa Brand

Kathryn Breslin

Inez and Michael Stefanko
Anthony T.P. Brooks

Jerard W. Brown, O.D.

Harold and Joyce Buckingham
Richard and Sandra Bunn
Joseph Butkiewicz

Cynthia Campbell

Carpinet Plumbing and Heating
Sarah Carr

Thomas and Patricia Castellano
Jerry and Ruth Chariton

Mike Chmiola

John and Molly Churnetski
Clements Dentistry, Inc.

Mr. Rob Coburn

Evelyn Conahan

Estate of Betsy Bell Condron
M. Clark and Rita K. Conlon
Will and Christine Conyngham
Corbett Insurance

Eugene C. Crossin

Henry Bogue and Deborah |,
Cummings

George and Elizabeth Daniels
Anne Davies
Richard and Marilyn DeHaven

Salvatore Deluca and Valeria
C. Sartor

Janiece and Peter DeMuro
Diane Dickinson

Beth A. Distasio

Diane and Jeff Dreier
John Dubik

Norman and Joan Edwards
Sherry L. Emershaw
Patrick and Lara Endler
Jerry W. Fitzsimmons
Gerald and Gale Flaherty
Amy Miner Fleming
Kathleen Earle Fox

Carl Frank

Robert Friedman

Constellation Fund of The
Luzerne Foundation

John and Jane Gaudio
Jeanette Godlewski

Paul and Georgine Goeringer
Louis and Florence Goeringer
Thomas and Ann Grimes
Evelyn Hagen

Navient

Brian and Sandy Hammond
lva H. Hanlon

Maureen Harkins

Marge Hayden

Louise Schooley Hazeltine

Kathryn R. Helgemo

Jane Henry

Molly and Wayne Hinkin
Hoegen and Associates, PC

Candice L. Hoffman and Fred
Pennesi

William and Christine Holdsworth
Marla Hoskins

David and Sharon Hourigan
Sharon Jarrow

Georgia A. Jenkins

Elaine Johnson-Dull

Russell A. Jones Jr.

The Paul D. Wasserott Foundation
Clayton and Theresa Karambelas
Priscilla and Daniel Keating
Maureen and Frank Keating
Mimi Keba

Kim Kerrick

Edith L. Reynolds Trust
Stephen B, and Estella P. Killian
Linda and Wade H.O. Kirby
A.P_Kirby, Jr. Family Fund

Sue and Allan Kluger

Warren and Blair Koehl

Robert and Janet Kopec

Rose Krakowski

Richard Kramer

Ken and Ann Krogulski

Mary Kruger

Chester Kulesa

John and Stephanie Kurilla
Paul and Alice Rae Kutish
Christopher Lacy

Roger A, Lacy

McCarthy Tire Service Company
Tish and Michael Last

Carol and Owen Lavery
William and Christine Leandri
Mary Ann Lepa

Joseph J. Loux

Fr. Raymond Lucasinsky

Paul Lumia

Nancy S. Lychos

Thomas J. Lynch

Michael and Tina MacDowell
Community Bank NA

Linda Martin

Jerry Matcho

Mayclaire McCarthy

Charles and Marie McCormick
Christine and Tom Meluskey
Andrew and Leigh Milz
Robert M. Mischak

Eileen Mischianti

Connie and Walter S. Mitchell Jr.

Maryann Monteleone
Marty and Elaine Murphy
Ms. Geraldine T. Nesbitt
Norman D. Nicol

Frank W. Nocito, Esq.
Dawn Nolan '
Helen T. O'Brien

Nancy O'Donnell

Tom O'Neill and Linda Ross
John and Jennifer Ochman
Phill and Lynn Ogren

Jo Anne Olejnick

June M. Olszewski

Edward Orloski

Sandra and John Panzitta
Rose and Joseph Panzitta
Panzitta Enterprises, Inc,
Wes and Pat Parks

Ashley Ahlborn Peterson

WELCOMING
NEW MEMBERS

Andrea L. Petrasek

Charles and Marion Petrillo
Kenneth and Nancy Pidcock
Joseph Pisano

Mary T. Policare

Sue and Manny Pons

Frank Poplaski

Acorn Hill Foundation, Inc.
Tom and Christine Pugh
Matthew Pugh

Kathryn M. Rebarchik

Harry and Liz Reich

Brian and Lisa Rinker
Jennifer L. Rogers

The Black Horse Foundation
Will Ross

Mary and Michael Rosto
Sally and Steven Rothstein
Marshall and Anne Rumbaugh

Joanne and William A. Runner Jr.

Mickie Savitski-Lacey and
George Lacey

Robert Schertzer

Ronnie Schoonover

Louise Schwartz

David and Tracey Selingo
Molly Shaughnessy
Michael and Mary Jo Shisko
Bobbie Shurnicki

Chip and Jan Siegel

Members of Luzerne County Historical Society recently elected four new
Directors to its Board. Each was elected to serve a four-year term that
begins on July 1, 2021 and ends on June 30, 2025. New board members
are Amber Goodeliunas, Willard Kresge, David Tarantini and Adam

Thalenfeld.

Lillian D. Smith

Barbara L. Smith

Diane A. Snyder

Nelson and Dolores Snyder
Mark ). Sobeck Roof Consulting, Inc.
Jonathan and Melissa Sordoni
Sordoni Foundation, Inc.
Joseph L. Stone

David and Jill Tarantini

Judith Thompson

Richard and Pauline Timko
Mark E. Torbik

Thomas and Margaret Torbik
Wyoming Valley Motors

Ed and Mary Walsh

Helen Wasiakowski

Thomas and Maura Waskevich
Maxine Williams
Westmoreland Club

Barbara A. Willlams

Stephen McLean Wilson

Carl and Maryann Witkowski
Robert P. Wolensky

Benedict A. Yatko

Brooke and Libby Yeager
Robert and Flaine Zavada

Joel Zitofsky and Ronne
Kurlancheek

Shirley A. Zolner

Amber Goodeliunas is a Business Systems Associate at Berkshire
Hathaway Guard Insurance Companies. She lives in Wilkes-Barre. Wil
Kresge is a retired CEO at Quad Three Group, Inc. who lives in Bear
Creek Township. David Tarantini is a Financial Advisor at Wells Fargo
Advisors, and Adam Thalenfeld, a Dallas resident, is owner of Bread
Service PA and the Business Development Manager at Trion Industries.

The four new members bring experience and expertise to our Board of
Directors, and we are excited to have them aboard.

Along with these additions, three talented and generous directors
will be stepping down from their positions. Bill Leandri, Joe Matteo
and Michael Ward have shared their skills for the past eight years and
served us faithfully. Many thanks for their support!
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